General Assembly CECA 2006

7-10-2006, Rome, Italy

1. Opening

Arja van Veldhuizen, Secretary of CECA, opens the session and welcomes all participants in this annual General Assembly. The Agenda is accepted.

2. Minutes of the General Assembly CECA 2005

The minutes are accepted and will be published on the CECA Website.
3. Reports

3.1. President's report by Colette Dufresne-Tassé, president of CECA

Colette Dufresne represented CECA at the last May ICOM-Advisory Committee meeting in Paris. There she made the following observations:

· ICOM is focusing on five main topics:

· the preservation of the cultural heritage threatened by human or natural violence

· the revision of the ICOM Code of Ethics

· the revision of the ICOM statutes

· copyright issues

· monitoring the way ICOM committees function, the international committees in particular

· The Secretary General presented a budget with a considerable surplus.

· CECA is the second largest committee, with over 900 members. Remarkable for CECA are the way the research programme is included in its activities and the number of 'young' members.

· The CECA resources are very modest, we only get € 6.272,- this year from ICOM. This means that we must find additional resources for our publications. Board members have to organise their own finances (for attending meetings etc.) and our annual conferences mainly are to be paid by the participants themselves.

This year's achievements for CECA are:

· Annual conference in Rome, hosted by Emma Nardi.

· A Regional Conference organized in Brazil by S. Guarita do Amaral.

· Introduction of a new type of presentation during conferences: poster sessions, which offers many new opportunities.

· Introduction of the role of National Correspondents, as part of CECA's policy to improve communication with the membership: the National Correspondent informs his/her regional coordinator, identifies countrymen others who possibly are important to CECA and distributes CECA information in his/her own country. 

· Many improvements were made to our website, thanks to the expertise of Lynda Kelly and with the generous support of the Museum of Sydney.

· Nicole Gesché has done a great job in researching the CECA Archives. The results will be published in a special issue of ICOM Education. This work is important, since by building our archives we give ourselves a past, which permits us to develop a strong identity for a meaningful future.

· Three working groups started to work on important issues: 

· adapting our annual conferences to the needs of our participants (working group led by Michael Cassin)

· developing structures for a more fruitful cooperation with national and regional CECA committees and other museum education bodies (working group led my Sonia Guarita do Amaral)

· adapting our website to actual needs (working group led by Lynda Kelly)

· Three publications have been presented during this conference:

· proceedings of the CECA 2005 conference in Banska Stiavnica, edited by Maria Ciz, who hosted that conference

· catalogue from the Museo Interactivo de Economia de Mexico, edited by Silvia Singer Sochet

· 4th research report, on families, schoolchildren and seniors at the museum, prepared by Colette Dufresne-Tassé
· Two other publications will follow soon:

· ICOM Education no. 20, edited by Nicole Gesché-Koning

· proceedings of the last regional conference in Brasil, edited by Sonia Guarita do Amaral


Activities to come

· 2007 is an election year, in which a new CECA Board will be chosen by the membership. The election procedure will be published on the CECA website. Candidates must realise that presence during CECA conferences is needed and CECA can not supply financial support.

· During this conference and on our website we will ask the opinion of our members on the content of our annual conferences. Results will be presented at our Vienna conference.
Colette Dufresne thanks all the members of the Board for their work in the last year.

3.2. Secretary's report by Arja van Veldhuizen

Like last year the Secretary tried to improve communication both with the members and within the Board. She continued to work on the CECA-membership list: especially e-mail addresses which are missing  from the original lists from ICOM-Paris. Those are extremely important in our new, digital ways of communication through the CECA-website and through e-mail alerts. The list is improved all the time with help from regional coordinators and thanks to individual members, who offered to check data for their own country. 

2.3. Treasurer's report by Christine Dufresne on behalf of Francine Lélievre, treasurer of CECA

Christine Dufresne presents the figures. There is a modest surplus, which makes it possible to print and send ICOM Education issues to others and to pay for the costs of the election procedure.

Two comments from the members:

· could the items in the report be more specific  (but leave out names of individual persons)

· couldn't we ask ICOM to get higher revenues for Institutional members?

2.4. Regional reports

Four regional coordinators present a summary of their reports: Michael Cassin for USA & Canada, Sonia Guarita do Amaral for South America and the Caribbean, Hadwig Kraeutler for Europe and Anthony Preston for Asia, Pacific & Australia. Tony Preston explaines that he will ask members in his region to help him in the coming year, since he will be travelling for a longer period. Unfortunately Umebe N. Onyejekwe could not come to Rome. Her report on the African region will be published on the CECA- website, together with the reports of all regional coordinators.

4. Website

Lynda Kelly reports briefly on the many improvements made to our website since last conference. She invites every member to look carefully and make critical comments to her, in order to make the site better all the time.

5. Next Conferences 2007 - 2009

Next year we will join the triennial ICOM General Conference in Vienna. The CECA-programme within this conference will take place from August 20-23. It will be organised by Mrs. Hadwig Kraeutler from the Österreichische Galerie Belvedere. The theme of CECA 2007 is: 'Heritage Learning Matters'.

Montreal (Canada) is the venue of the CECA 2008 Annual Conference, probably 30 September - 4 October, on the theme of Cultural Tourism. It will be hosted by Museum Pointe à Callière.
For the year 2009 there is an option for Tunisia, dates and theme are unknown yet.

6. Any comments/issues from the membership

Unfortunately we ran out of time. Arja van Veldhuizen apologises for that and invites all members to express their ideas and comments directly to the Board.

7. End of session

  Everyone present is thanked for his or her input to this meeting and this closes the session.
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